Down and out in America: children and health care.
One of the worst forms of inequality in the health care field is the inequality suffered by children. In 1996, over 14.5 million children lived in poverty in the United States. Children who live in poverty are less likely to have health insurance and have less access to health care and thus are more likely to suffer negative outcomes in health care. The Congress of the United States in 1997 enacted the State Children's Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) to expand health insurance coverage for children. This paper examines the major features of the program, actions undertaken by the state governments under this program to expand health insurance coverage for children, and provides some preliminary analysis of the potential positive and negative impact of the program.